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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

Good Works

According to the Catholic 
Encyclopedia, “the real 
aim of Lent is, above all 

else, to prepare men and women 
for the celebration of the death and 
Resurrection of Christ…the better 
the preparation the more effective 
the celebration will be. One can 
effectively relive the mystery only 
with purified mind and heart. 
The purpose of Lent is to provide 

that purification by weaning men 
and women from sin and selfishness 
through self-denial and prayer, by 
creating in them the desire to do 
God’s will and to make His kingdom 
come by making it come first of all 
in their hearts.”
Brothers, many of us prepare for 

Easter by giving up some specific 
luxury. This is awesome and I 
encourage you to continue this 
practice. However, as we approach 
the celebration of the Resurrection 
of our Lord, I would also encourage 
you to reflect on how you can do 
God’s will and make His Kingdom 
come by offering your time, talent 
and treasure to your Church, 
Community and Parish through your 
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By Frank Wuco

So, here we are… another 
presidential election season in the 
United States and the mudslinging 
is upon us all (your humble 

Lecturer included). By now, everyone has 
picked his guy or gal. And, with the present 
state of divisiveness in American politics, 
most people have elevated their choice for 
President to something (or someone) just 
short of  messianic, with all others at the 
other end of the salvific spectrum. And, 
I am not being funny, obviously. As one 
who is somewhat active in the political 
discourse of our country, as well as certain 
international geopolitics, I am curious 

(because nothing much surprises in politics 
these days) at how often, and loosely, I hear 
and read about someone wishing death 
upon a political figure, or damning them to 
hell. Recently, one U.S. Senator wished one 
of his political opponent to go to (literally) 
hell shortly thereafter stated another of his 
opponents should be murdered. In the most 
extreme and unfortunate cases, however, 
some refer to a U.S. political figure other 
world leader as “the antichrist.” The 
internet is rife with conspiracy videos 
and articles proclaiming political and 
international figures, such as Barack 
Obama or the Pope or nowadays Donald 
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SIGNORELLI, Luca Sermon and Deeds of the Antichrist Fresco Chapel of San Brizio, 
Duomo, Orvieto

Is That Guy the Antichrist?
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Memorial Program

Our local Councils are called 
to be the “strong right arm” 
of our parishes.   This is a 

unique time at St. Stephen, literally 
“once in a lifetime” do we have 
the opportunity to participate in 
the building of a new church.    It 
is certainly exciting to drive by the 
Boyette Road property and see the 
progress of the new church. 
If you attended this month’s 

Business Meeting of our Council, 
you know there is underway a drive 
to help fund the Council’s gift to the 
Memorials Program at St. Stephen.    
Would you consider a gift to assist 

this worthy cause?  Our goal is to 
raise another $15,000 in personal 
contributions by the Brother Knights 
of Council 14084. 
Since our plan is to present our 

pledge and contribution at the 
upcoming Clergy Appreciation 
Dinner, please return your donation 
as soon as possible, ideally prior to 
3/30/16. 
Please contact the Grand Knight 

with your suggestions and 
recommendations on items that 
we should Memorialize.   Note 
the flagpole is not available to the 
Knights, already committed to 
another parishioner. 
Know that every gift is important 

and valued.    Thank you for all 
that you do for our Council and our 
Parish. 
You may make your check payable 

to St. Stephen or to Council 14084.V 

Send all checks to:
Alex Czopek
Financial Secretary
5607 Shady Creek Court
Valrico, FL 33596

Consecration and Renewal

In my column last month, I related a 
part of the conversation the supreme 
chaplain and I had with Pope Francis 
regarding our Order’s new emphasis 

on strengthening Catholic family life.
During the last fraternal year, we 

implemented a new family life program 
titled Building the Domestic Church: 
The Family Fully Alive. Each month, it 
provides prayers, Scripture readings and 
meditations for families on different aspects 
of the domestic church and recommends 
charitable activities that councils can 
sponsor. At last August’s Supreme 
Convention, we began our 17th Orderwide 
rosary-based pilgrim icon prayer program 
— this year dedicated to the Holy Family.
Then, at the midyear State Deputies 

meeting, I announced an important new 
initiative: Building the Domestic Church 
While Strengthening Our Parish. It 
encourages councils to sponsor programs 
promoting Catholic family life while 
integrating their activities more closely into 
the life of their parish.
Last month, I asked that the opening Mass 

at all state conventions this year include 
an act of family consecration to the Holy 
Family. This should become an essential 
part of our family life programs, and should 
move from state convention Masses to the 
parishes where our local councils are based.
The response of Pope Francis and of 

many bishops and priests to these programs 
has been greatly encouraging, and I now 
take this opportunity to announce another 
expansion of our initiative.
Our Holy Family Prayer Program has met 

with such success that we should take it to 
a new level. I have asked our state deputies 
and state chaplains to continue our Holy 
Family Prayer Program in local parishes, 
but also to select one Saturday this October 
to offer the program as a diocesan-wide 
event, and to invite all Catholic families.
The diocesan-wide event should retain the 

rosary, papal meditations on family life, 
and the litany to the Holy Family that is 
already a part of the parish-based prayer 
program. But it should be expanded to 
include recitation of the new act of family 

consecration to 
the Holy Family 
and solemn 
B e n e d i c t i o n 
of the Blessed 
Sacrament.
State councils 

should begin 
now to make 
preparations for 
this diocesan-
wide Holy 
Family Prayer 
Program. State 
chaplains should also assist in selecting 
a suitable parish in each diocese and in 
coordinating the event with the local 
bishop.
Recently, Pope Francis reminded us that 

the Church continues to propose marriage 
“not as an ideal only for a few” but as “a 
reality that can be experienced by all the 
baptized faithful.”
This is precisely the idea of our program. 

Every family can benefit, and every family 
should be invited to participate.
One of the great lessons of the recent 

World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia 
was that millions of families can be helped 
by coming together in solidarity with and 
for each other.
What is also necessary for an effective 

evangelization of family life is for Catholic 
families to realize that the principles of 
charity, unity and fraternity apply also to 
them as families. This is one of the keys 
to understanding the family as a “domestic 
church.”
There is no Catholic organization better 

positioned today to assist in the renewal of 
family life than the Knights of Columbus. 
But the realization of this goal will require 
the renewed dedication of our local 
councils.
A renewal of Catholic family life can 

begin with a simple plan: the consecration 
of millions of Catholic families to the 
Holy Family and their dedication to living 
as a domestic church within their parish 

CLICK HERE to read the full article online
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good works. St James tells us clearly that 
justification is not by faith only! ‘Ye see 
then how that by works a man is justified, 
and not by faith only’ (James 2:24).
Here are some of the many opportunities, 

not only during Lent but over the next few 
months, to accomplish this through Your 
Council: 

Sponsor a New Member: As we enter 
in to March Madness, let’s get Mad about 
the Knights and be proactive and approach 
two or three of your friends, relatives or 
business associates and give them the gift 
of Catholic Brotherhood.
Join a Committee: We have a very robust 

event calendar planned for the remainder 
of the fraternal year for Your council. 
Please engage with our Program Director 
and Committee Directors and look for a 
program of interest to you and step-up to 
see how you can Make a Difference. 
Special Olympics: Come on out on April 

8th and support the Special Olympic Field 
Day IncrediBULL Games sponsored by 
Bloomingdale High School 

Clergy Appreciation Dinner: This 
year the Clergy Appreciation Dinner will 
be held on April 22nd. This is a Parish 
wide social event to honor our Priest 
and Deacons. We will need help getting 
sponsors, selling tickets, setting-up, 
cooking and tear down. Please contact 
Rick Gnatowksy (Family Director), 
Ed Veronick (Council Director) or John 
Berrie (Program Director, Deputy Grand 
Knight) on how you can assist. 

Adopt A Road: Knights, Squires, 
Columbiettes and children of members 
requiring community service hours are 
encouraged to participate in our Adopt A 
Road Clean Up held every quarter.  We 
assemble in the parking lot of Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church, 12404 Boyette Rd. 
(Redeemer Church is located just past St 
Stephen School heading west on Boyette 
Rd.). The last one was March 5th Watch 
your e-mail inbox for the next Roadside 
Clean-Up
Men’s Club Fish Fry:  This is a major 

fund raiser for the Parish, sponsored by 
the St.Stephen Men’s Club, from 4:30PM 
to 7:00PM. There are still two more 
opportunities to help on March 11th and 
March 18th. Spirit FM will be at the Fish 
Fry on March 18th. 

Special Work Projects: As a Service 
Ministry our work is never done and 
that’s the way it should be. Periodically I 
or the Deputy Grand Knight will put out 
a Call  for assistance for a special project, 
usually for a Brother Knight, Columbiette, 
Parishioner or just a Friend in need. Please 
prayerfully consider what you can do to 
help when the Call is made  
Memorial Gift Program: Vote “Yes” to 

support our Memorial Gift Program at the 
next Business Meeting. Our Parish needs 
our support to put the finishing touches 
on the inside of our soon to be completed 
Church.
Parking Control: The Parish needs our 

assistance with Parking Control at the 
Easter Masses at the Church and on the 
Boyette Campus. Also, Parking Control 

help will be needed at the Parish Life 
Center Dedication Mass on April 30th.
Pro Life Tent Sale: Our Annual Pro Life 

tent Sale will be held April 1st and 2nd on 
the Boyette Campus. Donations will come 
in March 29 though March 31st. This is 
a major Parish wide community event for 
the support of the most vulnerable and 
requires a huge manpower effort. Please 
consider where you can assist. 

Raymond James Fund Raiser: This is 
our most important fund raiser. Over the 
last five years our Council has raised over 
$73,000 via the Raymond James Fund 
Raiser. We simply could not do a lot of 
what we do without this fund raiser. We 
need every able bodied Brother to renew 
their training, if necessary, this summer 
and help with at least one RJS event this 
year. 
Youth Program: Our Council has a 

very active Youth Program highlighted by 
the Soccer Challenge in the Fall and the 
Basket Ball Free Throw Challenge in the 
Winter, as well as, the Altar Server BBQ 
and Graduation BBQ. Please let us know 
your ideas to expand our Youth Program. 

Squires Circle: Here’s is an outstanding 
opportunity for Bothers to have a positive, 
significant impact on our Youth. Please 
contact our Deputy Grand Knight, John 
Berrie, on how you can help. 
Other Important Events: Ladies 

Appreciation Dinner on May 15th, 
Jonathan Stephanz Ordination on May 
21st and 10Th Anniversary for Council 
#14084 on June 1. V

Vivat, Jesus

Grand Knight Con’t From Page 1
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Tootsie Roll Campaign 
Another Success

Once a year, the Knights of 
Columbus sport the yellow 
pullover vests and man the 

church doors to hand out one of the 
most endearing treats out there - 
Tootsie Rolls.
The generosity of our Parish results 

in a beneficial donation for Citezens 
With Disabilities.
So the next time you see one of your 

fellow Knights handing out treats, 
consider joining him to help raise 
awareness - and funding! V

Fish Fry Masters at Work

One of the most endearing and 
anticipated traditions at St 
Stephen is the annual Lenten 
fish fry. This herculean effort is 

sponsored and conducted by the St. Stephen 
Men’s Club with great assistance from the 
Knights of Columbus, Columbiettes, 
Squires, parishioners and youth.
To give you an idea of just how 

big and popular the fish fry is, St. 
Stephen served 557 meals the 1st 
Friday, 587 meals the 2nd Friday, 
and 614 meals the 3rd Friday.
Although most enthusiasts 

prefer dining room seating and 
fellowship, a growing number opt 
for drive through service, which 
only adds to the total numbers 
served.
The Lenten Fish Fry is a 

significant revenue generator for 

St. Stephen, and is a great way to be with 
old friends, meet new ones, and have a 
supurb fish dinner.
We encourage you to take part of the fish 

fry this year, help out by volunteering, and 
bring a friend or neighbor the next time 
you come. The food is tremendous, and the 
company is priceless! V

Adopt a Road

Another beautiful morning along 
Boyette Road for the roadside 
cleanup! Special thanks to a 

crew of excited individuals that helped us 
complete this event and joining in the fun:
Rich Armstrong, Jerry Coffey, Anthony 

Buscilitato and son, Bob Haley and 
grandson, Paul  Dufraine and sons,  
Richard and Linda Gnatowski, Bob 
McNamee, and Jim Pryor
Consider spending a worthy hour or so 

with your fellow Knights for a worthy 
effort during the next roadside cleanup. V
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Hillsborough Has HOPE for JusticeThe HOPE Mission
HOPE ’s mission is to promote 

justice, fairness, and the dignity 
of people, by engaging and 
training people to responsibly and 
successfully act together to hold 
officials accountable to improve the 
systems affecting the quality of life 
in our communities. 
We do that by a) training residents 

to identify common community 
problems experienced by families 
and neighbors, b) meeting with 
local experts and decision makers to 
better understand the problems and 
identify long-term solutions, and c) 
take action to hold decision makers 
accountable to implement the long-
term systemic solutions.
HOPE’s Long-range goals are 

about:
1. Strengthening the ability 

of members to act on their values 
to love, respect, and treat their 
neighbors fairly;
2. Engaging members to 

identify and connect with others 
to tackle common community 
problems;
3. Enhancing the skills of 

members to build the power needed 
to hold our political/economic 
systems accountable for fair policies 
and procedures that ensure justice;
4. Correcting inequities in 

education, housing, health care, 
employment, criminal justice, 
transportation, public services, 
police protection, and neighborhood 
infrastructure. V

As you have heard from Father Bob Schneider on several occasions the 
HOPE Program is a wonderful, community based service organization worthy 
of our support. HOPE is a multi-issue, grassroots, community organization 
consisting of 20 multicultural and interfaith member congregations throughout 

Hillsborough County, Florida.
HOPE’s mission is to promote justice, fairness, and the dignity of people — by engaging 

and training community members to act effectively together to achieve long term 
resolution to serious community problems.

HOPE Rally - Monday, March 14, 2016   6:30 p.m.
Did you know? Last year about 1,000 children were unnecessarily arrested in 

Hillsborough for first time misdemeanors. 
Did you know?  Hillsborough has 74,000 working families and seniors with very low 

incomes spending more than ½ of their income for housing. 
Be part of the solution!  Attend the 3/14 HOPE Rally to hear our issue reports and build 

towards the April 4th Nehemiah Action with 1500 people!

Corpus Christi Catholic Church  -  9715 N. 56th Street, Temple Terrace, FL
More Info:  Contact your Team Member Jerry Coffey at gjcoffey@aol.com or email 

HOPE@HillsboroughHOPE.org  V

A Day of Reflection - This past month, brother Knights 
and family members gathered for a day of reflection 
in preparation for Easter.The program included Mass, 
breakfast, keynote speakers and breakout discussions. 
Father Curtis served as the key note speaker, with a 
special presentation by our Worthy Chancellor, Bruce 
Czaja, plus breakout sessions lead by our Deputy 
Grand Knight, John Berrie.
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Trump, as the antichrist. These analytical 
“exposes” are often complete with very 
stylized and meticulously researched line 
diagrams and connections to mysterious 
figures and secret societies that apparently 
left the producer of the video or author of 
the article with little doubt that the target 
of their investigation is the one and only 
antichrist. 
What are we to do as Catholics? Are 

we to ponder and consider whom the 
antichrist may be? Most probably not, 
seeing as how the inevitability of such 
a being is detailed in various ways in 
New Testament scripture and is widely 
accepted as key to Christian apocalyptic 
(the study of various theories of the 
apocalypse or end times) across 
all denominations. Catholics and 
Protestants are split on many 
areas of our respective salvation 
histories. We are likewise split 
in our understandings and 
expectations of the coming 
apocalypse. Many of our 
fundamentalist and evangelical 
brothers and sisters take a very 
literal view of the apocalypse 
and have storyboarded it out to 
such a degree that a popular book 
and movie series, Left Behind, was 
written and produced on the subject. 
The Catholic apocalyptic tends to be 

much less predictive and narrative in 
its portrayal of end times. No Omen 
or Damien movies will ever be written 
and produced based upon Vatican archive 
secrets on the Apocalypse as described 
in scripture and decoded by a monastery 
full of militant, assassin monks who have 
voluntarily had their tongues removed. 
Not that the latter is necessary, as monks 
depicted in most Hollywood movies and 
Dan Brown novels are usually portrayed 
as so socially inept that they cannot 
effectively speak with other humans 
anyway. So, the Vatican’s secrets of the 
Apocalypse seem safe with them.  
As divergent as theories of the 

Apocalypse may be among the Christian 
denominations, their basic descriptions of 
the antichrist are relatively consistent; at 
least among the serious scholars in each 
major faith branch. And you may be happy 

to hear that none of these descriptions are 
consistent anyone on the current U.S. 
political landscape. In the case of the 
latter, you might see a fantastic claim that 
the President or the Pope or the Secretary 
General of the United Nations or any one 
of the current Presidential candidates 
from either party, might be the antichrist. 
Well, no so fast.
Many are quick to assess that some 

maligned, divisive, or feared world 
leader is the antichrist (just Google, “Is 
Obama the antichrist?”). They forget, 
in their rush to pick someone that 

they find despicable enough to label the 
“antichrist,” that their abhorrent subject 
has already failed to meet the criteria (a 
warning) of who and what the antichrist 
shall be. Famed Jesuit writer, Father 
Malachi Martin, who served as a special 
assistant to three Popes and as a principal 
exorcist until he was released from his 
vows of poverty in the early 1960’s, said 
we would know the antichrist by three 
qualities: 
1) His arrival comes at a time “when 

we as a race, have what look like insuperable 
problems… when we suppose we have 
insuperable environmental problems… 
insuperable health problems, with diseases 
wasting nation after nation... he [the 
antichrist] will have solutions to those 

problems. He will have wide solutions; 
solutions that are REAL solutions.” 
2) “The results of his interventions 

and the results of his solutions will be 
such that people will be such that people 
will say, “you must be God!” 
3) And he [the antichrist] will accept 

that.  
The historical Catholic stance on the 

antichrist has been rather non-committal, 
and with good cause. Even early in its 
history, many Christians of both Roman 
and Eastern confessions, simply got the 
antichrist’s identity all wrong. Many 
probably did what we see people doing 
today, pointing to the most obvious 

targets: The vicious and heartless king; 
the Emperors of a diminishing yet 

cruelly petulant Rome; the Huns, 
and on… common Catholic 

teaching on the antichrist today 
is usually characterized by the 
following narrative-type:
Although the Fathers of the 

Church speculated on the 
Antichrist in various ways, 
they would never have agreed. 

They showed the temple to 
be the Jewish temple, rebuilt by 

Antichrist in Jerusalem. Rather 
than the bishop of Rome, the early 
Fathers identified the Antichrist as a 
government official—a king coming 
to power in the ruins of the Roman 
Empire. He would probably be Jewish, 
possibly from the tribe of Dan. And 
most importantly, rather than claiming 

like the pope to be the vicar or emissary 
of Jesus Christ, he would claim that 
Jesus was not the Christ but thathe was 
instead. He would then seduce many of 
the Jewish people by attempting to fulfill 
the political.aspirations they held for the 
Messiah. The quotes that follow illustrate 
both the different ideas they had about 
the Antichrist and how different their 
conception was from the anti-papal idea 
that arose in later centuries. 
“[T]he whole time of your faith will not 

profit you unless you are made complete 
in the last time. For in the last days 
false prophets and corrupters shall be 
multiplied, and sheep shall be turned into 
wolves . . . and then shall the deceiver of 

Antichrist Con’t From Page 1
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Image on a Coin of The Antichrist in Ancient Times
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Antichrist Con’t From Previous Page

the world appear, pretending to be the 
Son of God, and [he] shall do signs and 
wonders, and the earth shall be delivered 
into his hands” (Didache16:3-4 [A.D. 70]).  
You see in the late Father Malachi’s words 

and mainstream Catholic thinking an 
assessment that is unusually in agreement 
with more fundamentalist, evangelical non-
Catholics as well. And, that is the belief that 
the actual antichrist will be remarkable and 
incomparable in virtually every human way, 
to the point that people will believe him to 
be God. Here is a brief description from a 
website that is very fundamentalist and is 
(in the author’s opinion) overly obsessive in 
looking for EVERY SIGN of the end times. 
Nevertheless, in agreement with most 
strains of Catholic thought, they state:
The Bible Teaches us that the Antichrist 

will rise up out of the sea of nations. This 
Beast appears as an astute. and miraculous 
political leader, who comes into power on 
a platform of peace, safety and prosperity. 
Billions will be astonished. 
Think of how many millions believed, 

during WW-II that Adolf Hitler was the 
antichrist. Many such predictions have 
been made and history has proven each 
wrong. In today’s world of confusion 
and division, it is sadly easy for many in 
social media, where everyone’s an expert 
for a day, to point to a political antagonist 
or international political figure (Vladimir 
Putin is one that I have heard often) and 
say, “So and so must be the antichrist!” 
While people look for the evil (appearing) 

and frightening (acting) tyrant to be the 
antichrist, Christian apocalyptic (Catholic 
and Protestant, alike) suggests that the 
antichrist will be the exact opposite of 
such things; that he, like evil always does, 
will present himself as splendid, beautiful, 
peaceful, peace-making, healing, and 
magnificent above every living human 
being. The actual antichrist will bring 
peace and healing of rift and conflict 
among nations and people, and will present 
cures for disease to the point that people 
will believe that the beast (as he is most oft 
called in scripture) is God and that he will 
accept this mantle and challenge the belief  
of all in the very existence of the one true 
God and His Son, Jesus the Christ. 
No one who has yet publicly revealed 

himself on the global stage seems to fit 
these descriptions, at least that I know of. 
However, I must admit that I do not spend 
an inordinate amount of time studying the 
possible whereabouts and goings on of the 
antichrist, and for good reason. This is a 
creature that will be possessed with all of 
the supernatural powers of Satan, and will 
use them… all of them… to bring temporary 
peace between nations, to cure disease and 
pestilence, to mesmerize humanity fully, so 
that many humans lose their faith in, and 
their use of, God to a degree that will make 
today’s secularist society look utterly faith 
crazed and spiritual.
So, the next time you see someone in 

social media or in a YouTube video call 
out that politician they really hate as the 
antichrist, consider the likelihood that 
most people, for the first several years of 
his public revealing, will find it nearly 
impossible to hate the antichrist. And, this 
is why we do not place our faith in men, but 
in Christ, alone.
Remember, as (practicing) Catholics, we 

must gird ourselves against the challenges 
of our time with faith and prayer. We must 
call to mind and heart, always that we are 
filled, in the face of all darkness, with the 
ultimate antidote to the darkness, and that 
is the Christ, our Lord Jesus. V

Vivat Jesus!
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Chris Klein
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Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 
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Mark your calendar....The St. 
Stephen Community Tent 
Sale is April 1st & 2nd at 
the SCHOOL property. This 

is an opportunity to simplify our lives 
by cleaning out the clutter in our homes. 
Donations will be collected March 29-31. 
Tent Sale flyer is attached.

Dates and Times
TUE, WED, THU (MAR 29-31) 8 AM -8 

PM ~ Help set-up, sort and price donations.
FRI (4/1) AND SAT (4/2) from 7:30 to 

noon ~ Assist patrons, tidy the sales areas, 
and help with sales checkout.
FRI (4/1) from noon until reset complete 

~ Tidy the sales areas and consolidate the 
remaining donations for Saturday’s sale.
SAT (4/2) from noon to 2 PM ~ Help 

clean up the tent area by boxing up all the 
left over sale items and loading them onto 
the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store truck.
Please email prolife@kofc14084.org or 

contact Jeanne Lewis (689-5777) if you 
need more information. Pick-up for large 
items can be arranged. 
All proceeds will go to the Knights 

Women’s Center (Catholic Charities) at 
2002 E. Fletcher Ave, Tampa.  The Knights 
Women’s Center has been extremely 
successful helping women in unplanned 
pregnancies choose life for their babies 
through counseling and free ultrasound 
imaging. 

Pro Life Update
As many of you know, a few weeks ago 

there was a 2 day Pro-Life Youth Rally , at 

Mary Help of Christians Center in Tampa. 
Youth from all over the diocese gathered 
to learn more about life issues and worked 
together in break out sessions, listened to 
guest speakers and above all... PRAYED! 
Their prayers were definitely heard, as 

there was a ‘SAVE’ of a precious life that 
was to be aborted. Knight’s Women’s.
Center followed up with mom and got her 
to come back out the following Saturday 
for an ultrasound!  

The good news doesn’t STOP there! 
During this update we learned of an even 
more recent save from just 2 days ago!!! 
She is a high school senior this year who 
went in for an abortion and came out 
choosing life for her possible TWINS! 
A fellow knight is putting her in touch 
with Catholic Charities as the mother has 
chosen adoption as a loving option for 
these babies! V
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Free Throw Challenge a Success!

With March Madness in the 
air, there is no greater way 
to celebrate this magical 
month of basketball than the 

Florida State Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Championship! 
Our St. Stephens Knights of Columbus 

Council 14084 watched as three of their very 
own shot their way into the championships 
held in Clermont, Florida on Saturday, 
March 5th. Katherine O’Neil, Hannah 
Grace Wiles, and Austin Wiles competed 
in the 13, 11, and 9 year old divisions. 
Each of them first shot their way into the 
event at their local, district, and regional 
competitions for the chance to be among 
Florida’s top shooters at State. 
What made their journey so special was the 

love and support our Knights showed each 
and every step of the way! A huge thank you 
to our Council for not only providing the 
opportunity for our students to participate 
but for being their cheerleaders at each and 
every level of the competition. 
The parents and contestants were elated 

to see familiar faces of our Knights 
rooting them on all the way to the end! 
Christian Galvan was at every stage of 
the competitors journey’s to State and to 
have our very own Grand Knight Mark 
Lovejoy at the Championship as well 
brought smiles to all the kids’ faces from 
St. Stephens! Thank you for such love and 
support Brother Knights! 
Each competitor was given 25 shots and 

the top three scorers were then selected from 

each age group based on the # of shots made. 
Katherine O’Neil sunk a consecutive 4 

in a row to end her round with 12 shots to 
then fight her way through a 5 shot playoff 
round to place 3rd in the State of Florida in 
the 13 year old division! What a competitor 
she was and such an amazing mentor and 
example the entire way for the younger 
shooters from our Council! 
Hannah Grace Wiles faced a similar 

situation as she and 3 girls sunk 12 free 
throws and then went to a 5 shot playoff 
to determine the winning order. She was 
blessed to receive 2nd in the 11 year old 
division! Austin Wiles was able to edge out 
his competition by one shot with 13 free 
throws in the regular shoot off to win 1st in 
the 9 year old division! 
The great John Wooden once said, “Ability 

may get you to the top but it takes character 
to keep you there.” As a Council, Knights 
we should be so proud of our competitors, 
our families, and our Brother Knights for 
the Christ-like Character and love that was 
exhibited all along the way! It truly was 
a joy to be a part of and without our St. 
Stephens Knights of Columbus Council 
14084 none of it would have been possible! 
We will see many exciting years ahead 

for our Council in the Florida Knights of 
Columbus Free Throw Challenge with the 
new Family Life Center just on the horizon 
and such a bond between our Brother 
Knights and our amazing students! What 
amazing things can be done when we give 
all glory and honor to God! V
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Ordination to the Priesthood

A truly historic event for St. Stephen 
Parish is happening this spring. 
Deacon Jonathan Stephanz’s 
ordination will be celebrated 

Saturday, May 21st, at the Cathedral in St. 
Petersburg at 11:00am. 
Those wishing to attend should plan to 

arrive at 10:00am. Five new priests will be 
ordained. The Mass might last two hours 
and will be followed by a reception. 
Deacon Jonathan, as a new priest, will 

celebrate his Mass of Thanksgiving on May 
22nd at St. Stephen at 11:30am, with a parish 
reception afterwards in the new Family Life 
Center. As many as possible are invited to 
attend all of these events.
Look for further announcements in the 

church bulletin during the coming weeks. V

Meet Our Newest 
Brother Knight

Gerald J. Coffey

Cards & Cigars - Last month, fellow Knights enjoyed some fraternity during the annual 
- and popular - Cards & Cigars at the Twisted Cigar. For a mere $7.50, they received a 
cigar and a drink, plus a great chance to get to know their fellow Knights even better. If 
you haven’t participated in any functions lately, events like Cards & Cigars are a great 
opportunity to enjoy some fraternity with like-minded Catholic gentleman. 
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March 19 First Degree, St. Stephen School 9AM
April 1-2 Pro-Life Tent Sale
April 2 Second Degree, St. Stephen School 9AM
April 9 3rd Degree, Fr. Robert W. Rittermeyer Council,  Zepherhills
April 10 Corporate Mass
April 16 First Degree, St. Stephen School 9AM
April 22 Clergy Appreciation Dinner
April 29 RJS - • Beyoncé Concert
May 7 3rd Degree at Christ the King Council, Tampa
May 14 3rd Degree at St Elizabeth Ann Seton Council, Lakeland
May 15 Ladies Appreciation Dinner
June 17 Council’s 10th Anniversary Celebration
July 17 Day at the Rays
July 22 Installation of Officers

Note: Corporate Masses are now always at the 8Am Mass, on the 2nd week of the 
1st month of each quarter. Mark your calendars today.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.
For more information or to offer 

a contribution, visit our website 
at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 
Through the example of his life 

and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 
Let the inspiration of your 

servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.
Through his intercession, grant 

the favor I now present (here 
make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Knight of the Month
 Christian Galvin

Family of the Month
  Bruce Czaja

Calling All Volunteers
We need Volunteers for the Beyonce Concert 

on Friday evening, April 29th at RJS.  We’ve been 
asked for ‘by name’ to run 2 ‘prime’ Booths on the 
Pirate Ship side of Stadium.   
This is an unanticipated, but excellent opportunity 

to earn some decent money to contribute towards 
our Memorial Gift in support of our new Parish 
home.  We really need a good volunteer turnout, 
So  please contact Julio Alvarez right away at rjs@
kofc14084.org to SAY YES and reserve your spot.


